THE ROYAL COMMONWEALTH SOCIETY
Bath and District Branch

RCS Bath February newsletter
from our chair

Dear Members and Friends

First of all, can I thank all of you who attended the fascinating evening at
Norland and the engaging presentation on Singapore by the new Chancellor of
Bath Spa University on February 11 at BRLSI. Reviews of both events are
featured on our website and Instagram account. Over 85 attended the talk at
BRLSI.

We have a reception for international students coming up on 26th February at
the Mayor’s Parlour. If you would like to attend this event, then please let Alan
our secretary know asap as places are limited.

Our next event after this will be the Commonwealth Day Service on March

9 at Bath Abbey which starts at 3.30pm. Our president the Lord Lieutenant of
Somerset Mohammed Saddiq will be joining us, together with our patron Her
Worshipful the Mayor of Bath, Councillor Michelle O’Doherty. I have also
been reliably informed a number of Deputy Lord Lieutenants will be present.
The service will include the reading of the Commonwealth Affirmations by
students from Bath.

| have the honour of representing the branch at the Commonwealth Day Service
which will take place at Westminster Abbey in the presence of His Majesty the
King, and Her Majesty the Queen on March 10« and is being broadcast on BBC
1 live and on YouTube.

Anita, our Vice Chair and | recently took part in an International Zoom event
which brought together branches around the Commonwealth including some in
Africa, Australia and Canada.

We are currently discussing possible future events for this year which include
a quiz, the reintroduction of the speaker programme in the evening rather than
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lunchtime and further collaborative events to be held at BRLSI and elsewhere in
the city.

We are hoping to supporting a One World Conference taking part very soon at
the University of Bath, and an international photographic competition which is
being run in conjunction with universities in the city, so look out for our logo on
their publicity materials.

A number of initiatives have come in from the London offices that you may be
interested in following, including one linked to plastic waste in our oceans.
Search for ‘Commonwealth Clean Oceans Alliance’ to find out more. The RCS
are about to launch the 2025 Queens Commonwealth Essay Competition . With
over 30,000 entries last year this is something schools and young people in Bath
and the surrounding area might like to consider. Education materials have been
produced to support this and further information can be provided . Just get in
touch.

We are also once again going to be running our very successful biannual art
competition in 2026, and further details will soon be available on our website.
We still have a grant available to schools wishing to run a Commonwealth
project and details for submissions can be obtained from our secretary via the
website.

Currently the trustees are discussing ways in which we might encourage more
people to join so if you have any suggestions then please get in touch.

Our AGM is likely to be held in June and the venue and arrangements will be
announced shortly.

Thank you all for your support and we look forward to seeing you at our future
events.

Best wishes

Godfrey Hall Chair RCS Bath and District Branch.



