THE ROYAL COMMONWEALTH SOCIETY
Bath and District Branch

Dear Members and Friends,

We are excited to tell you that we have now gone live with our brand new and improved
website. Thanks to the hard work of our IT expert Al Ryalls, trustees and members we
now have a dynamic site which is linked to several social platforms.

Sally Howe, our new holding trustee is taking over the running of the Instagram account
so please “follow” us. We hope to bring you lots more information and activities via our
new site and social platforms. Any photos are always welcome.

AGM

Ourrecent AGM was a great success and after an excellent lunch we had not one but
two presentations; Professor Robert Morrison spoke on Canada and the
Commonwealth and educator Mildred Okwako from Kenya on her work on literacy
initiatives. The event was well attended.

Recent events

| have recently represented the branch at several events in the city and a number of our
trustees have attended Commonwealth linked Royal Garden Parties in the presence of
the King and Queen and other members of the royal family.

| also recently attended an event at the University of Bath when we said goodbye to
outgoing Vice Chancellor Professor lan White. | was also fortunate to have the chance
to mention the branch personally to Prince Edward (Duke of Edinburgh) and renew links
with previous mayors of Bath, university staff, Annie Maw and Mohammed Saddiq -
current and past branch presidents and Lord Lieutenants of Somerset.

We had a very successful event organised by Bath Spa University several weeks ago
which brought students from all over the city together to talk about the Commonwealth.
It also gave trustees a chance to explore how the RCS Bath can better meet student
needs.

Future projects/events

We would like to welcome the new Chancellor of Bath Spa University Sharanjit Leyl
from Singapore. We have already spoken and hope to set up a talk to members in the
near future.

Our new project ‘Tomorrow to be Brave’ is currently moving forward. Anita St John Gray
our Vice Chairis leading this and working together with Bath Abbey and 44AD Artspace.
A large number of schools have sighed up and we are currently putting together our
service which will be taking place in Bath Abbey on the 11th November. This will be
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followed by an exhibition of the project work carried out by the schools at 44AD
Artspace.

On 11th July the West Country branch of the Britain- Australia Society are holding a
ceremony in Bath linked to the relocation of their memorial to Admiral Arthur Phillip.
Members are welcome at this event. More details can be obtained by contacting their
chair Keith Newton at keith.g.newton@live.com.

Irene Prentice, an RCS member, together with The Museum of Medicine is keen on
setting up some Commonwealth related workshops and links with both universities in
cooperation with our branch, which sounds very exciting. First indications from both
universities on the suggestions are very promising.

We are currently working on possible links with the BRLSI and ideas for the future and
were present at the Civic Agreement evening involving BANES, the RUH, Bath Spa
University and the University of Bath.

Our recent survey of students’ views suggested that we should hold more social events.
We are now planning an October ‘Skittles Evening’ to welcome Bath students to the
new academic year.

Finally, our new website will provide easy access to the membership section should
you wish to join.

Thank you all for your support over the past few months and | hope you all have a great
summer and enjoy some sunshine.
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